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APPENDIX F:  PROJECT INITIATION MEETING 
SUMMARY 
On Monday, December 3rd amidst a howling early winter wind and rain 
storm, members of the Dorris Ranch Project Steering Committee, 
Willamalane staff members, and MIG Project Team met on site for a tour 
and discussion of some of the pertinent issues associated with the 
development of the updated Master Plan. The following summarizes the 
discussion and tour. 

In attendance: 

Willamalane Staff - Pam Caples, Laura Carter, Damon Crume, Scott 
Dano, Pat French, Jason Genck, Rebecca Gershow, Greg Hyde, Bob 
Keefer, Joel Miller, Lori Warner Mejia, Mike Mejia, Kelsi Newton, Ronni 
Price, Chris Pryor, Jake Risley, Angela Seits 
MIG Project Team - Dean Apostol, Steve Farneth, Christina Frank, 
Arnie Hollander, Laurie Matthews, Sally McIntyre, Robert Melnick 

PROJECT STEER ING COMMITTEE  MEET ING #1  

Members of the Project Steering Committee and Willamalane Staff met 
with members of the project team to discuss issues, visions and goals for 
the Dorris Ranch Living History Farm. The following summary includes 
highlights of the discussion and work session. 

Willamalane District’s Vision applicable to Dorris Ranch 

 Provide exceptional service 
 Focus on outdoor recreation and education opportunities 
 Preservation/conservation of natural, historical, agricultural 

resources 

Unique qualities of Dorris Ranch Site 

 Experimental, innovative farm history 
 Aesthetic effect of orchard planting pattern 
 Ongoing farm operations of filbert orchard 
 Trail system that threads through orchard and natural areas 
 Large scale landscape at urban edge linked to other natural 

landscapes 
 Oak woodland and prairie ecosystem 
 River confluence with complex habitats 
 Incense cedar grove, Wedding Tree 
 Historic buildings and structures 
 Programming/special events focused on local and agricultural 

history 
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Cultural Resources 

 Understand opportunities/constraints related to 
buildings/structures listed in National Register 

 Develop program ideas/maintenance needs before determining 
building feasibility for adaptive reuse 

 Identify code compliance issues/any needs for hazardous materials 
abatement 

 Dorris House, Barn, Tomseth House – evocative buildings 
 Discuss role/need of on-site caretaker 
 Original homestead is a great site, but building not in historic 

condition 
 Develop understanding of overall building maintenance needs 
 Spraying schedule/closure of site 
 Determine carrying capacity and effect on cultural resources (“do 

no harm” approach) 
 Map overlay to determine areas of high quality cultural resources, 

management challenges 
 Filbert tree lifespan – preservation of historic stock, 

replanting/replacement strategy 
 Historic maintenance versus modern operations (i.e. single stem 

vs. multi-stem pruning, culling out unproductive areas, etc.) 
 Is there a minimum economy of scale for maintaining the orchard? 
 Is there a plan B if no farmers want to manage the orchard? 
 Maintaining form of historic orchards 
 Maintaining historic road character 

Natural Resources 

 Natural areas at ranch are high quality, regionally low quantity 
 Management re: issues of regeneration (conifers encroaching on 

oaks in areas) 
 Riparian forest, oak woodlands, prairies, wetlands, all important 

systems 
 Upland areas – most work needed if restoration treatment chosen 
 Invasive species: false brome, geranium, English hawthorn, 

blackberry, ivy 
 Surface hydrology altered by road system 
 Determine carrying capacity and effect on natural resources (“do 

no harm” approach) 
 Map overlay to determine areas of high quality natural resources, 

management challenges 
 Wetlands delineations, opportunities for restoration? 
 Fire management – has this been explored on site? 
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Conflicts/Synergies 

 Capacity Issues – water, sewer, electricity, telephone/data 
 Traffic, Parking, Vehicular/Pedestrian Access and Routes 
 Increase program dollars? 
 Balance preservation and growth 
 Investigate programming calendar and existing/potential conflicts 

with other events/uses 
 Link to University of Oregon Historic Preservation department 
 What is overall goal? What want to restore? And to when? 
 Road as fire break/barrier 

Programming/Use Ideas (former, current and potential, in no 
particular order) 

 Weddings (including thoughts of increasing size and capacity) 
 Civil War re-enactment 
 Day Camp 
 Passive recreation use 
 Bed & Breakfast/Hostel 
 Dorris House – House museum 
 Living History Festival 
 Hay ride 
 Stone Age Day 
 Trail talks 
 Corporate meetings 
 Reunions 
 X-Country events 
 Outdoor concerts 
 Group picnics 
 Food for Lane County 
 CSA (pick up site) 
 Community garden 
 Filbert Festival 
 Outdoor classroom 
 Day on Farm 
 Interpretation Center 
 Historic car/tractor shows 
 Easter egg hunt 
 Holiday bazaar 
 Farm training program 
 Farmers market 
 Dorris Ranch store 
 Indoor classroom/lab 
 Guided nature walks 
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 Bird watching 
 Catering center 
 Interpretive trail (cultural & natural) (self-guided) 
 Equestrian activities 
 Fishing activities 
 Filbert industry partnership day 
 Canoe/kayak use 
 Boy Scout training  
 Mountain biking   
 Frisbee golf 
 Cycl~o~cross 
 Archery 
 On-site office space 

S ITE  TOUR 

Due to the driving rain and wind many members of the project team were 
not able to take notes so the following summary was deemed necessary by 
the MIG team to distribute to the group. The Site Tour started at the 
barn and continued around the entrance area looking at the heirloom 
garden, kiosk, entrance, and Tomseth House. The tour continued with a 
look at the newly built log cabin, and a walk along the gravel road and 
through the part of the woodlands. Following a break, the group looked at 
the area around Dorris House, including the outbuildings and swimming 
pool. The tour through the filbert orchards stopped for a brief look at a 
cluster of farm outbuildings in a clearing, the wedding tree, and through 
wetlands on the way to an overlook of the Willamette River.  
 
A summary of the site tour content is grouped by topic. 

Archeology 

 Site on knoll near Brigg’s orchard/wetland 
 Survey done of surface archeology, but no conclusive evidence 

Circulation 

 Turnaround and safety issues are associated with the drop-off 
located just inside the front entry gate 

 Proposed multi-use trail alignment parallels “Allen” Road, loops 
around east side of Tomseth House and ends at trail head located 
between the Tomseth House and main entrance. 

 May be beneficial to shift access for orchard maintenance to 
another route 

 May be beneficial to shift access for Mr. Allen to another route 
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Structures 

 City of Springfield has jurisdiction for code issues involved with 
structures 

 Two private residences are located off-site, but accessed through 
Dorris Ranch entry 

 Barn – three sides have been restored, original shingles. 
 Bathroom/shed – located near barn, compost toilet is not adequate 

for large events 
 Briggs House – original house on property, not listed in the 

National Register 
 Chicken coop – located near edge of orchard 
 Dorris house – listed in National Register of Historic Places, built 

in 1898 and addition in 1940s, roof redone, chimney needs 
repointing, currently occupied by caretaker. Garage/shed and 
icehouse are associated outbuildings 

 Kiosk – design/build project by University of Oregon students on 
original site of dairy barn, new entry concept plan has it relocated. 

 Log cabin – built in 2007 
 Tomseth house - once owned by a timber company, was renovated 

in 1996 after its acquisition. It is not listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. Currently used for office space, rentals, 
meetings, residence, and back-up for summer day camp. 

 Packing Shed – fire vandalism occurred a few years ago, damage 
still visible 

 Pump House – next to packing shed, currently used as trading post 
 Portable toilet shed – in clearing near packing shed 
 Swimming Pool – channel dug during 1930s, one side terraced and 

sand brought in from coast for area around pool 

Vegetation 

 Part of the Brigg’s orchard near the front entrance was recently 
removed 

 Heirloom garden provides around 100 lbs of food to adults in 
community, garden started in Spring 2007, fence put in three years 
ago, open to relocation 

 Smaller flower garden (near sheds and barn) planted about ten 
years ago by caretaker 

 Asparagus once grown and canned on site 
 Snag (wildlife habitat) near pumphouse 
 Wedding Tree – recent structural analysis prevents use as wedding 

site 
 Floodplain forest with pines and huge Douglas fir 
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 Pear, apple, cherry trees scattered throughout property, some may 
be invasives 

 Conifers encroaching on oaks in some areas 
 Lack of oak regeneration, but high density of oaks 
 Prairie ecosystem 

Programming 

 Weddings, summer camp, living history programs comprise main 
programming 

 No available inclement weather alternatives for large group 
activities/rentals, site can accommodate 50-60 people maximum 
on those days 

 Few, if any areas available with level slope for event tents 
 Open area between barn and Tomseth house used for summer day 

camp activities 
 Living History program uses heirloom garden and barn 
 Wedding sites include Tomseth House (including oaks north of 

the house), Barn, Meadow near gate and orchards 
 Accessibility issues for entrance to orchards 
 Willamette River is used by kayaks/canoes (closest boat ramp are 

Clearwater Park and Island Park) 
 Limited seating area near river overlook 

Orchard management 

 Sign put on fence when spraying underway 
 Spraying for filbert blight 2x/year between spring through summer; 

for worms 2-3x/year 
 Harvesting presents about 2 conflicts with other use per year 
 Profits from orchard split 65% to contractor, 35% to Willamalane 
 Overpopulation of squirrels an issue, neighbors feed them, 

shooting them as means of control raised PR issues 
 Park/orchard divided into zones for maintenance 

Water Features 

 Dorris Pond – currently under dual ownership by Willamalane and 
Lane County 

 Ownership of “islands” in Willamette River is not clear 
 Corps of Engineers designed and built current river revetment 
 Beavers active in section of Willamette River bordering Dorris 

Ranch 
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Utilities 

 Most water comes from well, supplemented in small amount of 
city water. What is capacity? 

 




